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William S Burroughs: A Life of Drug Abuse and Homosexuality

William S Burroughs' friends have greatly affected his life and his writing through excessive drug use and his homosexuality. Burroughs had many inspirations through out his life, but only a few affected him so dramatically. His wife Joan was said to be his main inspiration. Burroughs' close friends also played a huge part in his writings; Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg became inseparable and Burroughs wrote about mostly everything they experienced. Brion Gysin was also a key player in shaping Burroughs writing style. 

Burroughs may not have had many friends growing up but in his adult years he befriended many struggling writers including Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg. Burroughs met Kerouac and Ginsberg at Columbia University in the late 1930's (William S Burroughs.St. John's Pop Culture... 2). Jack and Allen were both significantly younger than William but they looked up to his dark and twisted sense of humor (William S Burroughs.St. John's Pop Culture... 2). The three men became so close William even took them under his wing and encouraged them to write becoming his prodigies (William S Burroughs.St. John's Pop Culture... 4). Soon after Burroughs wrote The Yage Letters inspired by Ginsberg and his experimentation with heroin, other drugs, and each other (William S Burroughs.Rotten... 1). The threesome also got into a little trouble with the law after witnessing a crime by mutual friend Lucien Carr and not reporting it to police (William S Burroughs.Rotten...1). This inspired Burroughs and Kerouac to collaborate on the short story And the Hippos Were Boiled in Their Tanks (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 10). 

Although Kerouac and Ginsberg rarely joined Burroughs in his expedition, they did help inspire The Naked Lunch (William Seward Burroughs 2). After a rough path in his life William decided to move to Tangiers, Morocco in 1954 (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 5). A few years later Ginsberg and Kerouac visited Burroughs (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 2).Their sexual experimentation gave Burroughs lots to write about (William S Burroughs.Rotten...1). Kerouac didn't like Morocco, but he enjoyed Burroughs stories he wrote while they were there (William S Burroughs.Rotten... 2). Jack Kerouac compiled all of Will's writings and put together The Naked Lunch (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 4). The Naked Lunch broke lots barriers and was very controversial because of its homosexual and violent content (William S Burroughs.Rotten... 2).

Another influential person in Burroughs life and writing was his late wife, Joan Vollmer (William S Burroughs.Rotten... 2). Burroughs met Joan at the same time as he met Ginsberg and Kerouac (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 3). Joan and Burroughs fell heavily into drug addiction, especially Benzedrine (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 3). Joan was put into rehab soon after. After a short stint in rehab Joan and William moved to Texas, followed by Ginsberg and Kerouac (William S Burroughs.Rotten... 2). After heavily drinking one night Burroughs suggests that Joan and he do their "William tell act" (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 2). Burroughs places a glass a top of Joan's head and tells the on lookers that he is going to shoot it off (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002....3). Instead, Burroughs accidentally shoots Joan in the forehead and she is instantly killed (William S Burroughs.St. John's Pop Culture... 2). William claimed that this was one of the most influential events that inspired his writing (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 3). Not only did William say Joan's death was the reason he became a writer "So the death of Joan brought me in contact with the Ugly Spirit, in which I have had no choice except to write my way out" (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002....3).

Brion Gysin played a very strong role in influencing Burroughs writings. In the early 60's Gysin and Burroughs met in Paris where Gysin introduced Burroughs to his style of writing, called cut up style (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 5). Brion accidentally created it while painting (William S Burroughs.Rotten... 2). Burroughs instantly became obsessed with this unique technique (William S Burroughs.Rotten... 3).Burroughs described his obsession in his book The Job, "My basic theory is that the written word was actually a virus, that made the spoken word possible. The word has not been recognized as a virus because it has achieved a state of stable symbiosis with the host..." (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 2). Burroughs wrote many books using the cut up style including: The Naked Lunch, The Ticket That Exploded, Nova Express, Word Virus and many more (William S Burroughs.St. John's Pop Culture... 10). Later in life he experimented with the cut up style with tape recordings and collages (William S Burroughs.Rotten...3).

If one thing influenced Burroughs' writing the most it was his drug abuse and homosexuality. In the 1940's Burroughs was discharged from the army for his homosexuality. This event caused him to plunge into a lifestyle of drugs and sexual curiosity (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002....2). He than became addicted to heroin and used frequently with Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002.... 2). This behavior influenced him to write Junkie, a novel about a heroin addict (William S Burroughs.03 Jan.2002....4). Shortly after he wrote the sequel Queer, based on his homosexual experiences with friends (William S Burroughs Homepage 5). Queer was not accepted by many because of its vulgarity but published after his death (William S Burroughs Homepage 3).

 
William S Burroughs had many influential people and events in his life. Burroughs close relations with his wife was what he believed to be his reason for writing. Burroughs, Kerouac and Ginsberg's homosexual tendencies gave Burroughs much to write about. Allen and Jack helped Burroughs become the legacy he is today; Gysin also gave Burroughs a lot of influenced him to write many books because of his new technique. Overall William S Burroughs could not have become such an amazing writer without a little help from his friends!
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