                                                                   Outline
 
I. William S. Burroughs friends have greatly affected his life and his writing through excessive drug use and his homosexuality.
II. Burroughs may not have had many friends growing up but in his adult years he befriended many struggling writers including Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg. 

a. Met Kerouac and Ginsberg at Columbia (source 4)
 
b. They were younger so they looked up to his dark sense of humor (source 4)
 
c. He inspired them to become writers and they became his prodigies (source 4)
 
d. Experimented with drugs and sex. Wrote The Yage Letters to Ginsberg (source 3)
 
e. Got into trouble for not reporting a robbery by Carr with Kerouac and wrote and the   Hippos were boiled in their tanks (source 2)
 
f. Burroughs and Ginsberg both wrote of being attracted to young boys (source 2) 
III. Although Kerouac and Ginsberg rarely joined Burroughs in his experimentation, they did help inspire The Naked Lunch.
 
a. In 1954 Burroughs moves to Tangiers, Morocco (source 2)
 
b. A few years later Ginsberg and Kerouac visited him (source 1)
 
c. Burroughs, Ginsberg and Kerouac's sexual experimentation gave Burroughs lots to write about (source 3)
 
d. Kerouac didn't like morocco but he enjoyed Burroughs stories he wrote while there (source 3) 
 
e. Naked Lunch broke many barriers and was very controversial because of its homosexual and violent stories (source 3)
 
f. Created a new movement called the Beat movement (source 3) 
IV. Another influential person in Burroughs life and writing was his late wife, Joan Vollmer.
 
a. Burroughs met Joan at the same time as he met Ginsberg and Kerouac (source 2)
 
b. Joan and Burroughs fall heavily into drug addiction, especially Benzedrine (source 2)
 
c. She is put into rehab and then Burroughs, Ginsberg, Herbert Hucke move to Texas and grow weed (source 3)
 
d. After heavily drinking one night Burroughs suggests they do their "William tell act" (source 2)
 
e. She is killed (source 4)
 
f. I am forced to the appalling conclusion that I would have never become a writer but for Joan's death...I live with the constant threat of possession, for control. So the death of Joan brought me in contact with the invador [sic], the Ugly Spirit, and maneuvered me into a life long struggle, in which I have had no choice except to write my way out (source 1)
V.  Brion Gysin played a very stong role in influencing Burroughs writings. 
 
a. Gysin meets Burroughs in Paris (source 1)
 
b. Brion was a painter and accidentally created it (source 3) 
 
c. Burroughs became obsessed (source 3)
 
d. Virus quote (source 1)
 
e. Wrote naked lunch, the ticket that exploded, nova express, word virus and many more with cut up style (source 4)
 
f. Later on he experimented with the cut up style with tape recordings and collages (source 3)
VI. If one thing influences Burroughs writing the most it was his drugs abuse and homosexuality.
 
a. In the 1940's Burroughs was discharged from the army for his homosexuality and plunged into a lifestyle of drugs and sexual curiosity (source 1)
 
b. Became addicted to heroin and used frequently with Ginsberg and Kerouac (source 1)
 
c. Wrote Junkie (source 1)
 
d. Wrote the sequel Queer (source 5)
 
e. This book was not accepted by many because of its vulgarity but published later in life.
 
f. His Earliest works (source 2) 
VII. William S. Burroughs had many influential people and events in his life including the death of his wife and his drug use.

